
 STAR

Commute.org is pleased to announce the 2016 Commuter 
Challenge, a campaign to reward commuters who choose 
transportation modes other than driving alone.  Between April 
1st and May 31st, people who join the challenge and commute 
to, from or through San Mateo County using an alternative 
mode will be eligible to win weekly prizes and one of five 
grand prizes.

Traffic on San Mateo County roads and highways is at an 
all-time high.  Not only does traffic waste time and money 
for commuters, but it also contributes to poor air quality. 
According to the Bay Area Air Quality Management District 
(BAAQMD), nearly 70 percent of the Bay Area’s carbon 
monoxide comes from motor vehicles, which are also the 
greatest contributors to ozone in the Bay Area.

The 2016 Commuter Challenge encourages people to use 
public transit, shuttle, carpool, vanpool, bicycle, walk or tele-
work, and be part of the traffic solution.  “Eliminating a few 
solo driving trips each week is an easy way for commuters 
to make a positive impact,” said John Ford, Commute.org’s 
Executive Director. Driving less will reduce GHG emissions 
while also helping to relieve congestion on the roadways. 

“Together, we can make a measurable difference to reduce our 

carbon footprint,” Ford added.

By signing up at my.commute.org, and adding their commute 
alternative trips, registrants will be entered to win one of the 
featured weekly prizes (Fitbit Alta, Timbuk2 bag, wireless 
earbuds, gift cards and more). Participants also earn a chance 
to win one of the five grand prizes ($300 Clipper card, GoPro 
Hero, Garmin Edge Cycling computer, $400 REI gift card or 
Fitbit Surge GPS watch) at the end of the challenge.

For more details, please visit www.commute.org.

JOIN THE 2016

April 1 - May 31, 2016   •   Join The Challenge Today!

Be The Solution! Choose Alternative Commute 
Modes and You Could Win Fantastic Prizes!

#RethinkCommute

Be Rewarded for Not Driving Your  
Car to Work
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Your September 2016 City of Brisbane water bill will 
have a new look!  Be on the lookout for more informa-
tion in an insert that will be included with your July 
bill.  If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to 
contact the Water Billing Department at (415) 508-2154.

New Look for Water Bills
Coming September 2016

May Highlights 
Community Wildfire 

Awareness Event 5/21 
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Parkside Study Session 
on 6/2 
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Bike to Work Day 5/12 
Page 4

JOIN THE 2016

April 1 - May 31, 2016   •   Join The Challenge Today!

Be The Solution! Choose Alternative Commute 
Modes and You Could Win Fantastic Prizes!

#RethinkCommute

JOIN THE 2016

April 1 - May 31, 2016   •   Join The Challenge Today!

Be The Solution! Choose Alternative Commute 
Modes and You Could Win Fantastic Prizes!

#RethinkCommute



2

“Kara” means “to grieve with, to care”.  As a non-profit orga-
nization serving the Bay Area since 1976, Kara provides 
comprehensive grief support, crisis intervention, and educa-
tion to individuals and communities facing the difficult 
realities of grief and loss.  Last month on April 4th, represen-
tatives from Kara held a Drop-In Grief Support Session at 
the Community Center from 6-8pm.  It was a beneficial and 
informative evening for those who attended.  Kara is now 
offering Drop-In Grief Support every Thursday from Noon-
1:30pm through June 9th at their San Mateo location (205 
E. 3rd Ave., Suite 200D, San Mateo).  Registration is recom-
mended as space as limited.  For more information and to 
register, please call Kara at (650) 321-5272 or visit  
www.kara-grief.org.  There is no fee to attend this group.  
Donations are suggested and can be made online at  
www.kara-grief.org/donate or sent by mail to their main 
office in Palo Alto (457 Kingsley Ave., Palo Alto, CA 94301).

Thursday Drop-In Grief Support Group
Now in San Mateo!

Jaymie Byron, Kara’s Director of Community Outreach, and 
Leighsa Montrose, Community Outreach Programs Support 
Specialist, welcoming attendees on 4/4.

This course, based on the American Red Cross Lifeguarding 
Program, will certify students in Lifeguarding, CPR and AED 
for the Professional Rescuer, and First Aid.  Students must 
be at least 15 years of age by the last day of class and pass a 
prerequisite test (swim 300 yards continuously, tread water 
for 2 minutes with no hands, retrieve a 10 pound brick from 8 
feet and return it to designated spot).

Course dates: May 13-15 
(Friday-Sunday) 
Time(s): Friday 6-10pm; 
Sat/Sun 8am-5pm

Register online at http://brisbaneca.org/community-pool 

For more information, please contact Jeff Franco at (415) 
657-4320.

2016 Lifeguard Training Course
May 13-15, 2016

With Spring in full gear, berries have made their return to the 
Brisbane Farmer’s Market.  Find juicy strawberries, blackber-
ries, and raspberries at the Mountain Fresh stand and plump 

blueberries at Rojas Family Farms.  
The Brisbane Farmer’s Market is 
a year-round market and oper-
ates currently from 3-7 pm in the 
Community Park (11 Old County 
Rd., Brisbane).  

Happy market shopping!

Fresh Berries are Back!
At the Brisbane Farmer’s Market
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Each year, North County Fire Authority (NCFA) and the 
Brisbane Office of Emergency Services conducts the 
Community Wildfire Awareness Event.  This event provides 
wildfire awareness, but is also a reminder to the community 
of the importance in being wildfire prepared.  The NCFA has 
prepared the Brisbane Wildland Pre-Fire Attack Plan, which 
guides and assists in implementing tactics and strategies 
when dealing with wild fire incidents.  During this event, fire 
personnel will revisit the attack plan and conduct training 
exercises within the community involving multiple fire 
resources.

Please be mindful that 
there will be emergency 
equipment and fire 
personnel operating 
in town, including the 
potential of a CAL FIRE 
helicopter and/or other 
aircraft.

Should you have any questions prior to the event, please 
contact the NCFA at (650) 991-8138.

Community Wildfire Awareness Event
Saturday, May 21, 9am-Noon

MIG’s presentation of preliminary Parkside Plan concept 
alternatives has been rescheduled to the June 2, 2016 City 
Council meeting.  The preliminary alternatives will illustrate 
different land use and design options for the Parkside Area 
reflecting the community’s cumulative feedback to date and 
informed by technical studies pertaining transportation and 
economic feasibility.  These technical studies and summaries 
of community feedback received to date are available on the 

City’s Parkside Documents webpage (http://brisbaneca.org/
parkside-plan-documents).

Brisbane residents, please plan on attending the June 2, 2016 
City Council study session and give your feedback on the 
alternative scenarios!  Materials will be posted on the City’s 
All Meetings page (www.brisbaneca.org/meetings) the Friday 
before the meeting.

Parkside Study Session on 6/2
Please plan on attending!
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The Open Space and Ecology Committee is endeavoring to 
provide to the community one climate fact each week.  The 
latest one, at the time 
of publication, is shown 
here.  All Climate Facts 
can be found on the 
City’s website, www.
brisbaneca.org, upon 
entering “Climate Fact” in 
the search box (found in 
the top right-hand corner 
of the website).

These facts are to call 
community awareness to 
global warming impacts 
as a measure of the City’s 
Climate Action Plan, 
which the City Council 
unanimously adopted on 
September 17, 2015.  The 

Climate Action Plan can also be found on the City’s website, 
upon entering “Climate Action Plan” in the search box.

Climate Facts from OSEC
Available on the City’s website
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Rome wasn’t built in a day, and Brisbane Village Helping 
Hands (BVHH) also needed time to build a strong founda-
tion. But the hard work has paid off: our Village has finally 
launched – and is matching older Brisbane residents who 
need a helping hand with volunteers who’d like to assist them.

A great deal has happened over the past few months. 
Volunteers have signed up and attended a training. Members 
have signed up and begun receiving services such as rides to 
the appointments, assistance with household tasks, compan-
ionship visits and help with technology.

Please join us in this exciting community effort!  BVHH is 
actively recruiting Volunteers – and Members who can benefit 

from our services.  (It is possible to be both a 
member receiving services and a volunteer 
willing to assist others.)

Members must be 55 or older, Brisbane resi-
dents, and pay dues of $20/yr. per individual.  (Dues may be 
waived in cases of hardship.)  Volunteers must be residents 
and at least 18 (21 to be a driver) and must undergo back-
ground screening to sign up for tasks based on their interests, 
talents and availability.  

To learn more, please visit our website, www.brisbanevillage.
org; e-mail us at brisbanevillagehelpinghands@gmail.com; or 
call 415-508-2185 and leave a message.

Brisbane’s Newest Volunteer Organization Up and Running!
A Message from Brisbane Village Helping Hands

At their April 7th meeting, the City Council approved a 
Professional Services Agreement with firm Siegel & Strain 
(S&S) for the design of the new Brisbane Library.  The Library 
Stakeholder Group determined S&S to be the most qualified 
proposer.  Additionally, San Mateo County Library (SMCL) 

staff has previous experience working with S&S during the 
design of the Portola Valley library, and as a member of the 
Stakeholder Group, also found S&S to be the most qualified 
proposer.  Stay tuned for announcements of public design 
workshops; it’s paramount that the new library is based 
on public input, reflects the character of Brisbane, and is a 
modern library that will serve our citizens for many decades.

Library Update
Council approves Contract for Design
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May City Calendar
All Public Meetings take place at City Hall, unless otherwise noted.

Occasionally meetings are canceled or changed; please call 508-2113 to verify. 
You can also check the City’s online calendar for the latest:  

www.brisbaneca.org/calendar.

Brisbane Farmer’s Market: Thursdays, 3-7pm in the Community Park 
Residential Street Sweeping: 2nd Monday of Every Month

Commercial Street Sweeping: Every Weds. AM (Visitacion Ave. enforced 3-6AM)

4 Wednesday, 6:30pm 
Complete Streets Safety Committee Meeting

11 Wednesday, 6:30pm 
Parks and Recreation Commission Meeting, T

11 Wednesday, 7-8pm 
Smoking Ordinance Workshop, The Clubhouse at Altamar at the Ridge

12 Thursday, 7:30pm 
Planning Commission Meeting, T

18 Wednesday, 6:30pm 
Open Space and Ecology Committee, T

19 Thursday, 7:30pm 
City Council Meeting, T

21 Saturday, 9am-Noon 
Community Wildfire Awareness Event

25 Wednesday, 6-7pm 
Smoking Ordinance Workshop

26 Thursday, 7:30pm 
Planning Commission Meeting, T

T - Meeting cable-cast on Ch. 27 and on www.brisbaneca.org/live-streaming 
City Hall Regular Hours of Operation: M, T, Th 8am-5pm, W 8am-8pm, F 8am-1pm

For questions or comments about The STAR please call
the City’s Community Engagement Office at (415) 508-2157

Special Events
Wednesday, May 4, 7pm - Adult Book Club
Join us for a lively book discussion on the first Wednesday of every month 
at 7pm. We will be discussing Galileo’s Daughter by Dava Sobel at our May 
meeting. 

Saturdays, May 7 & May 21 , 11am - Sensory Storytime
This storytime welcomes all children with special needs and children 
without special needs. It goes at a slower pace to engage and stimulate their 
senses  with visual aids, songs, and more. For ages 2 and up.

Tuesday, May 10 at 3:30pm - Teen Vegan Snacks
Join Tamaya Garcia from the Spanglish Vegan Kitchen for a fun and adven-
turous workshop on how to prepare vegan snacks for a healthy meal option. 
She will inspire you to reclaim your health by teaching you easy ways to 
incorporate nutrient rich foods into your everyday diet.

Friday, May 20, 7pm - Mom & Me Book Club
Girls ages 9-12 and their mothers are invited to attend our Mother Daughter 
Book Club! We will be discussing The Wide Awake Princess by E.D. Baker at 
our May meeting. Aunts, grandmothers or other adults are also welcome 
to attend with the girls. Please contact Stephanie Saba if you have any 
questions or need help ordering a copy of the book (sabas@smcl.org).

Recurring Events for Children and Families
Saturday Family Fun, 11:00am
May 7 - Lego Building.  Bring your imagination and we’ll supply the Legos.  
For ages 3+. 
May 14 - Little Musician Jam Session.  Bring your own instrument or instru-
ments, or play with ones we have on hand and jam with new friends!
May 21 - Block Play.  Playing with blocks develops your child’s eye-hand 
coordination as well as math and science skills. Come play, build, and 
learn together at a block party - library style! Suitable for children from 3 
months-8 years.

Mondays, 10:30am - Preschool University
Preschool University is a weekly opportunity for preschoolers to engage 
in discovery, fun and learning in a storytime setting!Preschool University 
is a weekly opportunity for preschoolers to engage in discovery, fun and 
learning in a storytime setting!

Mondays, 3:30pm-4:30pm - Afterschool Crafts
Join us every Monday for a fun craft. Best for ages 8-13 years.   

Tuesdays, 11:30am - Baby Bounce and Rhyme Time
Bring your bouncing baby to our weekly playtime, full of nursery rhymes 
and games you can play together to stimulate their development. Ideal for 
children from newborn up to 18 months old. 

Wednesdays, 10:30am - Toddler Stories and Playtime
Join us for a fun, music-filled storytime designed for your toddler’s develop-
ment. Ideal for children between the ages of 18 and 36 months. 

Thursdays, 3pm - Homework Hour
This program provides students with the quiet space to study, homework 
help, and access to computers to complete homework assignments.

Recurring Events for Teens
Wednesdays, 4pm - MouseSquad
Join us every Wednesday for MouseSquad!! We’ll do fun and interactive 
tech projects every week. This program is perfect for tweens and teens in 
4-8th grade! 

Thursdays, 3pm - Homework Hour
This program provides students with the quiet space to study, homework 
help, and access to computers to complete homework assignments.

Fridays, May 11 & May 25, 5pm - Teen Crafts
Join us for some after-hours crafting! Due to the more advance nature of 
the projects, this event is not appropriate for children younger than middle 
school age. Ages 12+. 

Recurring Events for Adults
Tuesdays, 10:30am - Drop-in Computer Help
Drop into this relaxed and welcoming tutoring session with all your technical 
questions for one on one help.

Tuesdays, May 10 & May 24, 6pm - Knit With Us
Join knitters of all skill levels and share knitting tips or swap patterns with 
others. Limited supplies will be available. For all ages.  

Tuesday, May 17, 7:00pm - Friends of the Brisbane Library Meeting
Do you love your library? Would you like to have a say in its future? Come to 
a Friends of the Brisbane Library meeting. New people are always welcome.

*The Brisbane Library will be closed on Friday, May 6th for Staff  
Development Day and on Monday, May 30th for Memorial Day.

May 2016 Library Calendar

 Stay connected with the City online!

www.facebook.com/brisbane94005 (City General)

www.facebook.com/brisbanepd (Police)

www.facebook.com/brisbanerec (Parks and Rec)

www.twitter.com/brisbaneca (City General)

www.twitter.com/nocofire (North County Fire)

www.instagram.com/cityofbrisbaneca (City General)

www.nextdoor.com/brisbane--ca (City General)
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1. Search in your app store
for "Go Request".

2. Allow "GORequest" to Use
Your Current Location.
(It won't work otherwise.)

3. After you download
successfully you will see the
City's logo!

4. This feature is available on
desktop computers at:
www.brisbaneca.org

For Emergency Situations Call 911

GORequest

Use this handy app to easily report
NonEmergency issues like barking
dogs, abandoned vehicles, overgrown
trees, unsafe sidewalks, graffiti, etc...

Step 1

Step 2

Step 3


